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Example of reporting the ‘Main pressures and threats’ and ‘Conservation measures’ (Buprestis splendens, AT) - DRAFT

Species name/Habitat name: Buprestis splendens
Country (biogeographical region): Austria ((only occurs in Alpine region)

Brief description of habitat/species and its status
Buprestis splendens has a trans-European range from Spain to Russia. However, in Austria, it seems to have been rare and it has been recorded only from a few sites many decades ago. Currently, only one region of presence is known. The species is therefore threatened with extinction in Austria and endangered across Europe.
The beetle requires very large tree trunks of dead wood, preferably in Scots Pine (Pinus silvestris) in warm sunny locations. 
Free word description of ‘real life’ pressures
Like many saproxylic species, Buprestis splendens is unable to tolerate current levels of forestry which are characteristic in large parts of Europe. The beetle has therefore been restricted to extreme expositions and slopes where forestry has not been possible during the past centuries. As populations are completely isolated and any metapopulation net has been disrupted for a very long time, long-term survival seems very improbable for this species under present conditions. 

Reporting for pressures
A. Introduction 
Most measures are related to forestry intensity. To safeguard the species in the long term, large-scale old forest stretches without management might be needed.

B. Annotated table of pressures
	Pressure from the list
	Ranking
	Explanation

	B07	Removal of dead and dying trees, including debris
	H
	The species needs very large dead Scots Pine trees with large quantities of dead wood in old-growth forests with a long undisturbed forest tradition

	B08	Removal of old trees (excluding dead or dying trees)
	H
	Although larvae live on dead wood, removal of old trees have the same effect as removing dead trees. 

	B09	Clear-cutting, removal of all trees
	H
	Clear-cutting will destroy potential habitat for centuries.

	B15	Forest management reducing old growth forests.
	H
	As the species is strictly bound to old-growth forest, any such management is likely to be detrimental.

	G11	Illegal harvesting, collecting and taking
	M
	Currently of limited importance, since the species is so rare in Austria and difficult to get.




Reporting for threats (only terrestrial)
A. Annotated table of changes
	Pressure from the list
	Ranking
	Change
	Explanation

	G11	Illegal harvesting, collecting and taking
	M
	Removal of individuals
	Will become less important owing to the rarity and the impending extinction of the species in Austria.



Reporting for measures
9.5	List of main conservation measures
A. Introduction 
Currently existing populations are probably not viable; so measures must aim at enlarging the habitat area beyond what is currently occupied. A long–term perspective would be a habitat network for the species.
B. Annotated table of measures

	Measure from the list
	Extend
	Explanation

	CB02	Maintain existing traditional forest management and exploitation practices
	Dobratsch (only locality in Austria)
	It is imperative to avoid any kind of deadwood removal and to expand and enlarge sites of woodland without deadwood removal. Current levels of deadwood around 5% in economic forestry are way too low and need to be elevated to 20%–30% for the beetle to stand a chance.

	CB06	Stop forest management and exploitation practices
	Dobratsch (only locality in Austria)
	In potential colonisation sites, management and economic of pine trees should be avoided to provide additional habitat for the species.

	CB08	Restoration of Annex I forest habitats
	Vicinity of occurence site
	At current levels of population isolation, the species’ persistence in Europe is unlikely. Measures are needed to reconnect existing populations; even if this will require large areas and take many centuries. 

	CG04	Control/eradication of illegal killing, fishing and harvesting
	Dobratsch (only locality in Austria)
	Maybe of minor significance.
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