		October 2017
[image: ]
(On behalf of ETC/BD)

Example of reporting the ‘Main pressures and threats’ and ‘Conservation measures’ (Misgurnus fossilis , AT) - DRAFT

Species name/Habitat name: Misgurnus fossilis
Country (biogeographical region): Austria (only occurs in Continental region)

Brief description of habitat/species and its status
European weather loach (Misgurnus fossilis) is relatively sedentary and occurs in muddy, stagnant or slow-flowing waters. Habitat fragmentation and loss of suitable habitats due to drainage and river regulation are considered the main threats for this species. 
Although some information of species occurrence is available, data is comparatively scarce, since the species is hard to detect since it burrows into the mud. Historical data show that Misgurnus fossilis populations in Austria are in decline.
Free word description of ‘real life’ pressures
The main pressures are: 
· changes to the hydrological regime lead to decrease in water table level and in turn result in habitat fragmentation and habitat loss
· drainage for use as agricultural land or for forestry also leads to habitat loss
Other pressures
· pollution (mostly from agriculture) can affect populations locally

Reporting for pressures
A. Introduction 
The main pressures are related to changes of the water table and lead to habitat fragmentation and loss. Four major pressure types related to drainage and the modification of hydrological conditions are listed instead of the more general K02. 
Pollution usually arises from agricultural activities, but other pollution sources cannot be excluded and are reported under J01. Since a lack of data is evident, this list is comprised based on expert judgement.

B. Annotated table of pressures
	Pressure from the list
	Ranking
	Explanation

	F26	Drainage, land reclamation and conversion of wetlands, marshes, bogs, etc. to settlement or recreational areas
	M
	Drainage for use as agricultural land, forestry or conversion to industrial areas or settlements (drainage in general K02) leads to habitat loss. With a decreasing water table suitable habitats for Misgurnus fossilis vanish.

	F27	Drainage, land reclamation or conversion of wetlands, marshes, bogs, etc. to industrial/commercial areas
	M
	

	A31	Drainage for use as agricultural land
	H
	

	B27	Modification of hydrological conditions, or physical alternation of water bodies and drainage for forestry (including dams)
	M
	

	A25	Agricultural activities generating point source pollution to surface or ground waters
	M
	Misgurnus fossilis can be exposed to pollutants, which can accumulate in sediments. Suffocation is one of the dramatic pollution effects.

	J01	Mixed source pollution to surface and ground waters (limnic and terrestrial)
	M
	



Reporting for threats (only terrestrial)
A. Annotated table of changes
	Pressure from the list
	Ranking
	Change
	Explanation

	
	
	
	no changes

	
	
	
	



Reporting for measures
9.5	List of main conservation measures
A. Introduction 
The main problem is the fragmentation and/or loss of suitable habitats. It should be addressed in management plans concerned with agriculture as well as settlements. Agriculture in turn is also the main source of pollution in Austria.

[bookmark: _GoBack]B. Annotated table of measures
	Measure from the list
	Extend
	Explanation

	CF10	Manage changes in hydrological and coastal systems and regimes for construction and development
	Lowland riverine landscapes
	In order to minimize drainage effects, lateral connectivity should be re-established. A sustainable management of surrounding landscapes as well as the management of the water quantities is essential to prevent progressive habitat loss and fragmentation. Agricultural areas need management plans preventing too much water abstraction.



	CA15	Manage drainage and irrigation operation and infrastructures in agriculture
	
	

	CB14	Manage drainage and irrigation operation and infrastructures
	
	

	CA10	Reduce/eliminate point pollution to surface or ground waters from agricultural activities
	Rivers where pollution occurring
	Reduction of pollutants through improvement of filtration systems, Increased use of eco-friendly raw materials and efficient technologies

	CJ01	Reduce impact of mixed source pollution
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